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Before that fatal Time, the English were so beloved and favoured at the
Court of Siam, that they had Places of Trust confeited upon them, both
in the civil and military Branches of the Goveinment. Mr. Samuel While
was made Shawbandaat or Custom-master at Mejjee and Tanacenn, and
Captain Williams was Admiral of the King's Navy; but the troublcsom
Company, and a gieat Revolution that happened in the State of Siam,
made some repair to Fort St. George, others to Bengal., and some to Atcheen.

The Islands opposite to the Coast of Tanacenn, are the Andemans. They
ly about 80 Leagues off, and are surrounded with many dangerous Banks
and Rocks, they are all inhabited with Cambals, who are so feailess, that
they will swim off to a Boat if she approach near the Shore, and attack
her with their wooden Weapons, notwithstanding the Superiority of
Numbers in the Boat, and the Advantage of missive and defensive Arms
of Iron, Steel and Fire.

I knew one Fetgusson, who commanded a Ship from Fort St. Geoige,
bound from Malacca to Bengal, in Company with another Ship, going too
near one of the Andeman Islands, was driven, by the Force of a strong
Current, on some Rocks, and the Ship was lost. The other Ship was duveii
thro' a Chanel between two of the same Islands, and was not able to
assist the ship-wrack'd Men, but neither Feigusson nor any of his People
were ever more heard of, which gave Ground to conjecture that they were
all devoured by those savage Cambals.

I saw one of the Natives of those Islands at Atcheen in Anno 1694. He
was then about 40 Years of Age. The Andeman&ts had a yearly Custom to
come to the Nicobar Islands, with a great Number of small Prows, and kill
or take Prisoners as many of the poor Nicobareans as they could overcome.
The Nicobaieans again joyned their Forces, and gave the Cambals Battle,
when they met with them, and one Time defeated them, and gave no
Quarter to the Andemaners. This Man above mentioned, when a Boy of 10
or 12 Years of Age, accompanied his Father in the Wars, and was taken
Prisoner, and his Youth recommending him to Mercy, they saved his
Life, and made him a Slave. After he had continued so three or four
Years, he was carried to Atcheen to be sold for Cloth, Knives and Tobacco,
which are the Commodities most wanting on the Nicoban. The Atcheenen
being Mahometans, this Boy's Patron bred him up in that Religion, and
some Years after his Master dying, gave him his Freedom; he having a
great Desire to see his native Country, took a Pi aw, and the Months oJ
December, January and February being fair Weather, and the Sea smooth,
he ventured to the Sea, in order to go to his own Country, from the
Islands of Gomus and Pullo-wey, which ly near Atcheen. Here the Souther-